FOUNDATIONS
LESSON 2: THE INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
The Del Ray Baptist Church statement of faith presents the authority of Scripture as an inevitable product of its
divine authorship:
We believe that the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments, was authored by God and, through divine inspiration, written
down by men. We affirm that the Bible is totally sufficient and trustworthy, completely free from error, and reveals the
principles by which God will judge us. It includes within it the only way of salvation, and has as its ultimate fulfillment Jesus
the Christ. The Bible will remain to the end of the world the supreme standard and final authority by which all matters of life
and doctrine should be tested (Psalm 119; Proverbs 30:5-6; Isaiah 40:8; Luke 24:25–47; John 5:39; Romans 2:12; Philippians
3:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2, 4:12-13; 2 Peter 1:19-21; 1 John 4:1).

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in His testimony before Pontius
Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which He will display at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To Him be
honor and eternal dominion. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:13-16)

I.

The Inspiration of Scripture

A. What Do We Mean By Inspiration?

And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture
comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:19-21).

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

B. The Importance of Inspiration
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II. The Authority of Scripture
The authority of Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, depends not on the testimony of any man or church, but
wholly upon God its Author (Who is Truth itself). Therefore it is to be received because it is the Word of God (2 Peter 1:1921; 2 Timothy 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 John 5:9)2

A. The Source of the Bible’s Authority

B. The Meaning of the Bible’s Authority

1. Truth

2. Power

3. Judgment and Redemption

4. Sanctification and Spiritual Growth
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is good. (1 Peter 2:2-3)

5. Worship

C. Humble Care With the Bible’s Authority

1. Handle With Care
Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. (Galatians 3:16)

2. Receive With Trembling

3. For the Sake of Loving God and Others
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